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	8-9   These well-written essays choose a passage and demonstrate convincingly

· how the passage relates to the rest of the work. (Possible angles include development of character or theme.)

· how specific diction and syntax enhance the meaning of the passage,

· the writer’s ability to analyze the effectiveness of the passage by focusing on its impact, possibly discussing style.

· These papers contain cogent explications 

· and are free of plot summary that is not relevant to the significance of the passage to the text as a whole. 

These essays need not be without flaw, but they exhibit the writer’s ability to discuss a literary work with insight and understanding, as well as the writer’s ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective composition.
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	7-6 These essays also show how Fitzgerald uses specific techniques to guide the reader’s reaction although the analysis is less thorough, less perceptive or less specific that that of 8-9 papers. Though not as convincing in their discussion, 

· these essays are generally well-written,

· demonstrate the writer’s ability to analyze the effectiveness of the techniques.

· these papers do identify a thematic significance but with less insight than the top papers.  
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	5    Superficiality characterizes these essays.

· Papers in this category often lack enough specifics to make points clear. 

· The identification of the techniques and the explanation of how these techniques guide the reader’s response is vague and over-simplified. 

· The writer may not tie the techniques to a thematic statement. 

· The elements of writing are not as well conceived, organized or developed as the upper-half papers; the writing, however, is sufficient to convey the writer’s ideas.
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	4-3 These lower-half papers 

· may not identify techniques or show either how these techniques guide the reader’s reaction or tie the techniques to a thematic statement.

· These papers are frequently underdeveloped, lacking specifics to make points clear.
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