The Great Gatsby

Tableau Activity

     The literal meaning of the French expression tableau vivant is living picture. Tableau are usually scenes presented by silent, motionless actors whose arrangement is meant to convey a message.
     For this activity your group will present a tableau of a scene from The Great Gatsby. Read together your assigned passage and decide how you will frame your scene.

Directions: Select one group member to read the text while the other members of your group pose Fitzgerald’s scene. After the class has had a change to study the tableau, your narrator should ask, “Why do you think Fitzgerald chose to describe the scene in this fashion? What might he want readers to consider?”
1. (New Book) pg. 12 paragraphs 5-8 / (Grey cover- pg. 8 paragraphs 2-5)

(Girls on the sofa: N + D, J, T) “We walked through a high hallway…and came forward into the room.”

2. pg. 25 paragraph 1-2 ( Grey - pg. 21 paragraphs 2-3) 

(Gatsby on his lawn: N & G) “ I saw that I was not alone…in the unquiet darkness.”

3. pg. 60 paragraph 12 (Grey – pg. 56 paragraph 7) 

(Gatsby on his lawn: N & G) “The caterwauling home…a formal gesture of farewell.”

4. pg. 91 paragraph 5 (Grey – pg. 67, paragraph 5) 

(Nick’s living room: N & G, D) “Gatsby, his hands still in his pockets…on the edge of a stiff chair.”

5. pg. 94 paragraph 1 (Grey – pg. 90, paragraph 1)  

(At Nick’s: N & G)  “I went in…and filled the little room.”

6. pg. 130 last paragraph  (Grey – pg. 124, paragraph 8- pg.125, paragraph 1) 

(The Garage: N & T, M, George, J) “The relentless beating heat…whom she took to be his wife.”

7. pg. 146 paragraph 1 (Grey – pg. 129, paragraph 6)

(The garage: N & T, M, George, P, M) “Myrtle Wilson…high, horrible call.”

8. pg. 152 paragraph 9 (Grey – pg. 146, paragraph 2)

(The window: N & G, T & D) “daisy and Tom were sitting …and nodded in agreement.”

9. pg. 167 paragraph 5 – 168 top of page 

(The Garage: Michaelis, George) “This was a forlorn hope … nodding into the twilight.”

