The Great Gatsby – Essay Topics

American Literature

Worth: 100 points

In a well-organized and thoughtful essay, answer one of the following questions. 

1. Who is to blame for Gatsby’s death?

2. “When Fitzgerald went abroad in 1924, his artistic intention was two-fold: to state the American dream as dramatically, as passionately, as possible – and at the same time, to hold it up to moral judgment, to see what lies and terrors lay beneath its garlands and banners and ‘good times’.” Examine the way Fitzgerald reveals both the passion and terror of the American Dream throughout his novel.
3. Nick feels that Gatsby’s “incorruptible dream” cancels out his corrupt business activities (155). Do you agree with Nick? Are Gatsby’s means of achieving his dream justifiable?

4. A topic of your choice. Just check with your teacher.

Writing Process

A good essay is the product of 75% thinking and 25% writing. 

· Begin by spending a significant amount of time playing with the topic and thinking abouthe novel. Ask questions; ask a LOT of questions…don’t just take things for granted. Think about why things happen or were written that way.

· Brainstorm a hypothesis, based on your research, that answers your chosen essay topic.

· Test your hypothesis thoroughly against events and passages in the text. Make sure your ideas will stand up when challenged.

· Develop a central argument (thesis) for the paper that answers the “so what?” of the question. 

· Create a thorough outline that logically develops and proves your argument paragraph by paragraph.

· Sit down and write a rough draft.

· Revise! Revise!! Revise!!! Don’t be afraid to delete sections, write complete new paragraphs and tweak your thesis.
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