The Great Gatsby  - Essay Rubric

Organization

Introduction effectively introduces the idea of the paper to the reader.

Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

Organization remains coherent and focused throughout the entire essay

Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

Suggestions:



· Develop a more effective hook to interest the reader

· More clearly connect the opening hook to the thesis.

· Make the topic sentences clearly relate to the thesis.

· Make transitions from point to point clear.



· Be sure each paragraph focuses on a single point stated in a topic sentence.






· Be sure all paragraphs develop points related to the thesis.


Content and Analysis

Argument contains exceptional insights and complex ideas.


Exceptional
strong
      fair

weak

Provides relevant, substantial and concrete examples to support thesis.

Exceptional
strong
      fair

weak

Commentary is perceptive, thorough, and effective.



Exceptional
strong
      fair

weak

The conclusion connects the thesis with the real world.


Exceptional
strong
      fair

weak

Suggestions:

· Think about the topic more. Your thesis needs to show a deeper understanding of the novel

· Be sure your thesis and topic sentences are arguments rather than observations.
· Include more textual evidence to support your ideas.
· Include more context before each quote.
· Develop the commentary so that each example is clearly explained.
· Be sure that commentary clearly explains how the point is tied to the thesis.

· Within your conclusion make sure to connect the thesis to the real world.

Style

Shows exceptional awareness of audience, control of voice, variety in 

         sentence structure, sophisticated word choice, and smooth transitions.
Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

All stylistic elements are consistent with the purpose of the essay.

Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

Suggestions:
· Be careful with point of view and voice; do not use “you” or “I think,” for 
        example, in formal writing. Avoid informal/slang language.
· Look for places where a more precise word would be effective.

· Embed your quotes into a sentence.

· Include stronger transitions between paragraphs.

· Look carefully at individual sentences and think about transition 

        words and connecting phrases that would make the ideas flow 

         more effectively.

Mechanics and Presentation

Free from errors in grammar, usage, and the conventions of written English. 
Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

All aspects of format presented correctly.




Exceptional
strong
       fair

weak

Suggestions:

· Correct any spelling and sentence structure errors.

· Format quotes correctly.

· Give your essay an appropriate title.

Overall Grade _________

Comments:

