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Logic Puzzle

Tips for Teachers

Same and Different: Animals

Classroom problems often have just one right answer. In real life, problems can have many solutions or no solution.
These puzzles ask students to look beyond the obvious—to find more answers, to look at a problem from different
points of view, and to compare answers.
These suggestions will help you get maximum educational benefits from the use of ABCmouse.com Logic Puzzles:

1. Introduce the Puzzle

2. Guide Discussion

3. Extend Learning

Present the puzzle to your class on
an interactive whiteboard or other
display, pull it up on a tablet, or
distribute it as a handout. Note that
if you print it in black and white the
puzzle will still work, but it may have
fewer answers, since students can
no longer use color to compare
the objects.

Prompt students with questions like
these as needed:
• Point and ask, “What do you
notice about this? How would you
describe it?”

Encourage students to think of other
questions they could ask about the
items. For instance, “Which animal in
this puzzle would you rather have as
a pet? Why?”

• “Notice the pictures and the words.
Try saying the words out loud.”

Ask students to create their own
puzzles. Use prompts like these:

• “Some of these questions have
more than one answer. Which
answer do you think is best? Why?”

• “Can you create a puzzle about
what we are studying in class?”

• When you present each question,
ask students to first think about
it silently, so that everyone has
an opportunity to come up
with answers.
• Explain that questions may
have more than one answer.
Encourage students to find as
many answers as they can.
• Ask students to turn and talk
to share their answers with
partners or in small groups. Ask
a spokesperson from each pair
or group to share their answers.

• Point to a pair of images and ask,
“How are these two different from
the other two?”
Make sure students understand
the meanings of these words
and phrases:
same

similar

alike

different

in common

unlike

• “Can you create a puzzle using
four objects in our classroom?”
• “Can you create a puzzle with
many answers? No answers?”
• “Draw your puzzle and share it
with someone. Did their answers
surprise you?”

You may also wish to use the
provided sentence frames to
prompt responses.

Benefits
ABCmouse.com Logic Puzzles will help your students develop problem-solving, language and math skills such as these:
• Logic: These puzzles require
careful thinking about what
categories an object belongs to.
Such thorough, systematic
thinking is the basis of logical
problem solving.
• Flexibility: Solving these puzzles
requires flexibility, encouraging
students to notice different
features of the items: shape, color,
name, and so on.

• Noticing details: These puzzles
provide opportunities for students
to be specific in their description of
each item.
• Comparing and evaluating:
Students can be asked to compare
answers and to give their opinions
about which answers are better,
and why they think so.
• Working together: Individuals
bring different skills and viewpoints
to problem solving. Students will

learn to collaborate to find answers
by listening to other students’
reasoning and building on each
others’ ideas.
• Language: Students will build oral
language through discussions;
some puzzles involve word
spellings and phonics patterns.
• Math: Students will learn more
about numbers, shapes, patterns,
and symmetries.
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Logic Puzzle

Possible Student Responses

Same and Different: Animals

See below for a list of possible answers to each question. Encourage students to be creative in
their responses, and keep in mind that in most cases there are additional correct responses.

Which animal is different from the other animals ?
The

is different because

.

• The horse is different because it is moving, not sitting or standing still.
• The frog is different because it is not a mammal.
• The frog is different because it is not an animal that is raised
on a farm.
• The frog is different because it does not have a tail, also because it
does not have hooves.
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• The horse and the pig are different from the cow and the frog because
they are one color while the cow and the frog have spots.
ABCmouse.com Connection: Visit the Farm and Zoo to learn more about animals.
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