The Great Gatsby In-Class AP Style Essay

1984 AP Prompt

Select a line or so of poetry, or a moment or scene in a novel, epic poem, or play that you find especially memorable. Write an essay in which you identify the line or the passage, explain its relationship to the work in which it is found, and analyze the reasons for its effectiveness.

Directions:

In order to prepare you for the AP Test  you will write an in-class essay modeled on the  prompt above. Please choose one of the following two passages as the basis of your essay. The prompt, like the Passage/Response you have studied in other classes, asks you to establish the context of the passage within the book, discuss the specific words and phrases and relate the passage to the work as a whole.

Prompt A

"If it wasn't for the mist we could see your home across the bay," said Gatsby.  "You always have a green light that burns all night at the end of your dock."

     Daisy put her arm through his abruptly but he seemed absorbed in what he had just said.  Possibly it had occurred to him that the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever.  Compared to the great distance that had separated him from Daisy it had seemed very near to her, almost touching her.  It had seemed as close as a star to the moon.  Now it was again a green light on a dock.  His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one. (Chapter 5, 98)

Prompt B

They were careless people, Tom and Daisy – they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness or whatever it was that kept them together, and let other people clean up the mess they had made… (Ch. 9, 188)

