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The Great Gatsby

Chapter 8
1. Nick tells Gatsby “They’re a rotten crowd...you’re worth the whole damn bunch put together” (162). Who is he referring to when he says “the whole rotten crowd”? Why does he say that Gatsby is “worth the whole damn bunch put together”? What does he find impressive about Gatsby?

2. How would you characterize the nature of the affair between Gatsby and Daisy? How does Gatsby’s view differ from Daisy’s? Does Gatsby ever understand the nature of his relationship with Daisy? Why does Gatsby lose Daisy to Tom?

3. What does Nick mean when he says that Gatsby had “paid a high price for living too long with a single dream” (169)?  In what sense is Gatsby’s dream “incorruptible”(162)?
4. Fitzgerald refers again to the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg  in this chapter. What significance do they have for George Wilson? Why might Fitzgerald have them included in this scene?
5. What erroneous impression does Wilson have about the yellow car and its owner?
6. Gatsby expects a message to be relayed to him at the pool. From whom? Does he really believe it will come?
7. How do Gatsby and Wilson die? The chauffeur who heard the shots “hadn’t thought anything much about them” (169). What do you think is the explanation for the servant’s cool indifference? What does Nick mean when he says, “the holocaust was complete” (170)?

