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The Great Gatsby
Chapter 4 – Reading Guide

1. The introductory part of this chapter gives a long roster of those who accepted Gatsby’s hospitality, rather like the reporting on the Society Page of a newspaper. In general, how do these people behave toward their host? Why, then, do they accept his hospitality? What various types of people do they represent? What evidence do you find here, as well as earlier in the novel, that East Egg symbolizes long-established wealth, or inherited wealth, and that East Egg symbolizes money recently acquired or the newly rich? How does Fitzgerald make clear that “old money” has more status?

2. In addition to his mansion, Gatsby owns a seaplane and various motor vehicles. What mental picture do you have of the car described in this chapter? Fitzgerald once said that everything you want to know about a person can be determined by looking at the car he drives. What do the car choices in this story reflect about the owner’s background, tastes, and aspirations?

3. Meyer Wolfsheim is among the few acquaintances of Gatsby that we meet. What kind of man is he? What is revealed about his present or past activities? (Are your conclusions about Wolfsheim’s activities subject to proof?) Is Gatsby involved in Wolfsheim’s present activities? (Again, are your conclusions subject to proof at this point in the story?)

4. In the last part of this chapter Jordan Baker tells the story of Daisy, Gatsby, and Tom. With whom was Daisy in love at the time of her marriage, Tom or Gatsby? From whom had she received the letter that she took with her to the bath?

5. To what event does Nick refer in the comment “then it had not been merely the stars to which he had aspired on that June night”?  (Read again the last two paragraphs of Chapter 1.) What was Nick’s interpretation of Gatsby’s behavior at that time? Where was the green light, actually?

6. What does the last paragraph tell about Nick’s feelings toward the girl back home?

