The Great Gatsby

Chapter 8 Passage Response
“’They’re a rotten crowd,’ I shouted across the lawn. ‘You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.’

I’ve always been glad I said that. It was the only compliment I ever gave him, because I disapproved of him from beginning to end. First he nodded politely, and then his face broke into the radiant and understanding smile, as if we’d been in ecstatic cahoots on the fact all the time. His gorgeous pink rag of a suit made a bright spot of color against the white steps, and I thought of the night when I first came to his ancestral home, three months before. The lawn and drive had been crowded with the faces of those who guessed at his corruption—and he had stood on those steps, concealing his incorruptible dream, as he waved them good-by” (162).
Explain the context of the passage. 

· What has gone before and/or after the passage?

· Identify the speaker. Who is speaking (narrator, author, character, etc.)?

· Explain the content of the passage. What is going on in the passage as it relates to the action or to the characters? Probably no more than two-four sentences are needed to present this information.

Discuss specific words or sentences. 

· Why does the author use certain words?

· What do these words/phrases imply?

· Use the author’s exact words to help you understand or respond to the whole passage.

Discuss the significance of the passage to the story.

· Why is this passage important?

· What does this passage mean in relation to the story as a whole?

· How does this passage relate to specific characters, themes, previous scenes, etc.
