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The Great Gatsby

Chapter 6
1. Gatsby embodies the American Dream of reinventing oneself through hard work and sacrifice. Where and from what type of family does Gatsby really come? What are Gatsby’s motives for reinventing himself?

2. What purpose does Dan Cody serve in Gatsby’s life? Why do you suppose Fitzgerald included Cody in the novel? 

3. Compare the two parties Gatsby hosts, one in Chapter 3 and the other in Chapter 6.  While to Nick the parties may seem similar, explain why the second is, in Gatsby’s mind, a failure.

4. What is Tom’s reaction to Gatsby’s party? Why does he attend? Why does Tom feel he is “old fashioned” in his ideas about women? What suspicions does Tom have about Gatsby? What does Tom vow to do? What does this scene reveal about Tom’s character?
5. Why does Gatsby so strongly disagree when Nick says, “You can’t repeat the past” (116).    Do you agree with Nick or with Gatsby?

