The Great Gatsby, Cpt 1





Names: 

Directions: Submit one sheet per group

1. Why do people confide in Nick Carraway, the narrator?  Why is this characteristic important in a first person narrator?
2. What is Nick’s socio-economic status? (Consider the area of the country Nick’s family comes from, where he went to college, his choice of profession.) How does his status compare to Tom and Daisy Buchanan’s?
3. What is the basic difference between East and West Egg? 

4. Fitzgerald’s comments that the “physical resemblance (between East and West Egg) must be a source of perpetual confusion to the gulls that fly overhead” (9) while “the wingless (humans) see East and West Egg as dissimilar in every particular except shape and size” (9) are examples of the social criticism embedded in The Great Gatsby. What societal attitudes is Fitzgerald criticizing?
5. How does Daisy react when Jordan Baker mentions Gatsby?

6. What is the general idea of the book Tom has recently read? What do his comments reveal about his attitudes?

7. How old is Tom and Daisy’s child? When Daisy hears that her baby is a girl, she comments, “the best thing a girl can be in this world, (is) a beautiful little fool” (21). Why has Daisy adopted this attitude?
8. Describe the view of Tom and Daisy’s marriage given in Chapter One. Do you think they are happily married? Give specific details to support your view. How does Fitzgerald use the Buchanan’s marriage to comment on society?
